MEDIA DISASTER PLAN

(To be distributed to media at a time of disaster)

If a disaster occurs, the first priority at St. Elizabeth Medical Center is to the care and privacy of patients and families.  However, any of your requests or needs will be met as soon as possible.  We would appreciate it if you would familiarize yourself with the following plan.

1.
The members of the media are required to show media identification to gain admittance to St. Elizabeth Medical Center.

2.
The News Media Communications Center location will be established by the Vice President of Marketing.  This will be staffed by the Marketing and Public Relations staff for the duration of the disaster.

3.
Media personnel are to report to the Media Communications Center (Press Room), and are not permitted to wander unescorted anywhere else on the hospital campus.  There, you will be greeted by a representative of the Marketing and Public Relations staff or Security, who will give each a media identification badge to wear at all times while on the hospital’s premises.  Parking may be available at the Women & Children’s Health Center and Our Lady of Lourdes Church, which are across the road from the College of Nursing.

4.
The Marketing and Public Relations staff will act as official hospital spokespersons, unless specific medical information is necessary.

5.
Requests for information or interviews should be made to the Marketing and Public Relations staff only.

6.
All media personnel will be required to remain in the Media Center at all times, except for meals and personal necessity.   A telephone and fax machine will be available for those who need them.

